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To determine the degree of decomposition and humification of peat with permanently wet 
formation conditions you have to squeeze a hen’s egg-like part of peat inside your hand. You 
evaluate the color of percolating water and the features of the peat inside and outside your hand. 
 

label code 

degree of 
decomposition 

and 
humification 

(von Post 
scale) 

features (attributes) of peat with permanently wet 
formation conditions 

proportion of 
macroscopically 

recognizable 
remains of 
dead plant 

biomass/litter 

going outside your 
fingers by 

squeezing peat 
material in your 

hand 

peat material, 
inside your 
hand after 
squeezing 

fibric 

H1 extreme low 

distincly and 
visibly 

uncolored clear 
water 

not slurry-like 
H2 very low 

yellowish brown 
almost clear water 

H3 low 
brown dimmish 

water 

H4 moderate 
brown muddy 

water 

hemic 

H5 medium 
muddy water and 
somewhat of the 

peat material  

somewhat 
slurry-like 

H6 
medium to 

strong 
dimly 

up to 1/3 of the 
peat material 

almost pulb-
like 

H7 strong 
in some degree 

recognizable 
approximately 1/2 

of the peat material 

recognizable 
remains of 

dead plant well 
visible 

humic, 
sapric 

  

H8 very strong almost slurred 
approximately 2/3 

of the peat material 
only remains of   
plant fibres and 

wood 
recognizable 

H9 extreme strong 
almost not 

recognizable 

almost the 
complete peat 

material 

H10  complete 
not 

recognizable 
complete peat 

material 

no recognizable 
remains of 
dead plant  

 

 


